Prophets SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE
Off-Broadway actor presents new his new multimedia performance Prophets at (YOUR CHURCH) in (YOUR CITY, STATE)
It took nearly five months for Atlanta-based actor Brad Sherrill to memorize all 20,000 words of The Gospel of John.  He had plans to present it just once at his home church in Atlanta.  But since 2001 Sherrill has now performed John’s gospel over 600 times off –Broadway and in professional theaters and churches throughout the U.S., Canada, the U.K. and Ireland.  On (DATE OF YOUR PERFORMANCE) Sherrill will present his new multimedia performance of Prophets (based on Isaiah, Jeremiah and other prophetic texts) at (YOUR CHURCH) in (YOUR CITY).   Prophets had its theatrical debut at the Conant Performing Arts Center in Atlanta during March 2010 and is now on a U.S. tour.
Sherrill, a 22-year member of the Georgia Shakespeare theater company, who now devotes eight months of the year to his faith-based theater work, finds that the Old Testament sages were concerned with social injustice and poverty and with the persistence of greed in a universe blighted by hunger and disease. He spent several years adapting the Old Testament texts, which he believes have an eerie resonance for today’s world.   
“I feel that they are vital to us now because the human condition does not change,” he says of the scriptures, which he is gleaning not for their “gloom and doom” qualities but for what they tell us about cycles of history. “We are all hungry for security, for food and a meaning for our life. ‘How do I live in this world?’ These texts for me are not dusty, flattened, closed off in some book. But just like the greatest stuff in Shakespeare, there is something there that has kept them alive and relevant.”
Prophets is Sherrill’s first theatrical piece to bring biblical texts into modern times through the use of powerful multimedia imagery.  During the Prophets performance, which features multimedia and sound design by his program manager Mark Hickman, the prophets are called in like witnesses in a courtroom as images illustrating judgment, loss, promise and hope pass by on a large video screen.
As ominous as the words of prophets can be, the actor wants to stress a sense of hope and salvation. “We can’t, sitting here in 2010, imagine a world where there is not injustice, war or violence, a world where a billion people don’t live in extreme poverty. But the prophets can. They have this beautiful poetic imagery that seems to be expressing God’s hope.”
BRAD SHERRILL’S PERFORMANCE HISTORY

Since 2001, The Gospel of John’s 600 performances have included a six-week run off-Broadway at New York City’s historic Lamb’s Theatre (2003) and at theaters in Chicago, Washington D.C., Toronto and Atlanta (from 2001 through 2007.) The Gospel of John’s European cathedral tours (2007, 2008 and 2009) brought the performance to large, historic cathedrals of the U.K., Ireland and Northern Ireland including Westminster Cathedral (London), Lincoln and Gloucester Cathedrals (U.K.), Christ Church Cathedral (Dublin), St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral (Cork) and St. Peter’s Cathedral (Belfast.)

With perhaps a dozen very simple props used in a variety of ways, Sherrill transforms the gospel into a captivating drama, presenting the entire story of the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  An estimated 180,000 people worldwide have now experienced a rare opportunity to see an hear an entire gospel presented live in this dramatic way.  Response to The Gospel of John has been overwhelmingly positive from clergy, lay members and the press.
"An amazing achievement!" writes Kathy Janich in her review for the The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. "The overriding question here is whether the word of God can work as a drama. Sherrill proves that it most certainly and successfully can," said Janich. "You need only watch him as John the Baptist, testifying to his first sighting of Jesus Christ, to become a believer. And this moment comes less than 10 minutes into the show."


The Washington Post adds: “The Gospel of John is a sweaty, gritty tale of a miracle-working idealist who runs afoul of the law. Passion, longing, envy, greed, ambition, intrigue and betrayal -- it's all here, and it is riveting!”

Brad Sherrill has also acted professionally in Atlanta since 1983. He was selected by Atlanta Magazine in 2000 as Atlanta's Best Dramatic Actor and by Creative Loafing (another Atlanta publication) in 2001 as Atlanta's Best Actor. He has performed in 15 productions at Atlanta's Alliance Theatre and is an Artistic Associate for the Georgia Shakespeare Theatre where he has acted in over 40 productions in 20 seasons. Sherrill began acting at the age of eleven at Chamblee First United Methodist Church where he is still a member.

Seating for the performance at (YOUR CHURCH) begins at (TIME). For ticket information, please contact the church at (PHONE NUMBER.)
Performance website for Prophets and The Gospel of John:

www.gospelofjohn.com

