A breakdown of Apostle performance day


(Please contact Mark Hickman, Program Manager at thegospelofjohn@gmail.com with any questions.)

 As a general rule, we like to arrive at the host church approximately three  hours before performance time (unless we have made other arrangements.) Upon our arrival we will set up our props in the sanctuary (or performance area). It is helpful to have the staging area as cleared of furniture as possible prior to our arrival.


� With the Apostle performance, it is essential to have your church sound engineer or technical person present when we arrive.  Almost immediately, we will need to plug in a Mac computer (containing the software and multimedia used for the performance) to your projection system and audio board.  We bring along a standard VGA cord with Mac mini-adapter in addition to various audio cords.  If there is any difficulty, it is very important to have the church tech person standing by to resolve the issues in a timely manner for the performance and the audience’s arrival.


� After setting up, Brad likes to take some time to “warm-up” in the space and rehearse many cues with the multimedia. During this time it is most helpful if your sanctuary (or performance area) is cleared of any people or exterior noises. We also like to perform a final check with your wireless lapel microphone (which your church will provide to us), as well as go over any last minute details.


� We request that the host church make available a room which Brad can use as a “dressing room” before the performance and immediately afterwards. It’s always good if the room has a private bathroom, but we realize this may not always be possible. 

� Before every performance we like to have a personal prayer lead by the church Pastor and/or associate. We usually have this prayer in Brad’s dressing area about 15 minutes before the show.


� Approximately 30 minutes prior to the performance, Mark Hickman will play pre-show music. This music will continue up until the time that the Pastor (or event organizer) gives a general welcome to the audience.


� Apostle begins with a two-minute multimedia piece.  Brad then comes forward and begins his performance near the end of the video.

� For most performances, a church leader (pastor, event organizer, etc) will give a brief welcome to visitors just prior to show time.  We recommend that the welcome include these things: 

1. A general welcome.  
2. Please emphasize the performance is in two acts. Act One is around one hour, followed by a 15 minute intermission.  Act Two runs around 45 minutes.  

3. Directions to closest restrooms.  Please emphasize the best way to exit if anyone needs to leave during the performance…in order to avoid distractions.
4.  Turning off (or making silent) of any pagers, cell phones, etc.  

5. Announcement of collection of offering at the intermission or at the conclusion of the evening (if applicable.)

� We ask that the person giving the opening greeting NOT give a formal introduction for Brad Sherrill (who will already be in the sanctuary.) Brad prefers that the evening not be “about him” but rather “about the words.” After completing the welcome, the pastor can simply be seated and the performance will begin with the short video.  Again, no personal introduction of Brad is necessary.
� At the conclusion of the performance, the pastor may come forward again and offer a brief benediction (and invitation, if there is a reception following.)  In many cases, churches also conduct love offerings immediately following the performance to help the church defray their costs.  If so, there is a special, four-minute additional video which will play as the offering is being collected.
� The performer and program manager are always happy to meet people or attend a reception following the performance.


� Once everyone has exited the at the conclusion of the evening, we will gather all of our props and load our vehicle (which normally takes approximately 20 minutes.) 
Thank you!
