Tips on making Apostle successful at your church.


Apostle can be a very powerful experience for your church and community, bringing the life and words of Paul from Acts and Letters alive in a fresh and relevant way to modern audiences.  Please take advantage of a great opportunity to reach as many people as possible with the scriptures through this live performance.  The performance is also a wonderful way to showcase your multimedia system and worship screens.  Here are a few suggestions to help you promote and prepare for the event:

� Apostle Promotional DVD: You will be provided two promotional DVDs (approximately 3 minutes in length) which will be customized with your church name and performance information.  Please use this DVD often during your worship services in the weeks leading up to the performance to create awareness and participation in your church.  If for any reason you have not received your Apostle DVD, please contact the program manager Mark Hickman through the website at www.gospelofjohn.com.  (Due to music royalty limitations, please refrain from using the DVD for TV broadcasts or posting on YouTube.)  We have already posted the video on YouTube for you!  So it would be an excellent idea to link your website to our existing YouTube Apostle promo.  Please contact us for the link and we will send it to you via email.

� When you schedule Apostle at your church, please try to eliminate as many competing programs as possible. The only exception might be programs for preschool and elementary children.   Apostle is appropriate for anyone age 10 and up, but younger children may want to sit with their parents.

� Think of ways to get major groups in your church involved in the event, perhaps serving a light meal beforehand or a light reception afterwards, working on various publicity efforts using our downloadable promotional materials, etc. Ownership of these groups in the performance helps guarantee a good turnout.


� Publicize the performance both inside and outside your church through flyers, posters, cards, invitations and most importantly “word of mouth” from your congregation members (a sample poster, high-resolution performance photos and other promotional items are provided on the website at www.gospelofjohn.com, please select Apostle from the download page.)


� Send news releases (sample news release provided on the website at www.gospelofjohn.com, please select Apostle from the download page)
to area newspapers, radio stations and other appropriate agencies at least one month in advance. Because Brad Sherrill is a professional actor, some might run articles in their entertainment section. The religious news column is a sure bet.


� One month before the event, begin running articles in your church newsletter, Sunday bulletin and website. (a news release story and high-quality downloadable performance photos are provided on the website at www.gospelofjohn.com, please select Apostle from the download page.)

� For two Sundays before the event, put bulletin inserts in your Sunday bulletin (a sample bulletin insert is provided on the website at www.gospelofjohn.com, please select Apostle from the download page.)  Redesign these inserts so that your parishioners can give them to friends and neighbors with a personal invitation. It may be worth the time, effort, and expense to have a professional printer do the printing so that photographs turn out well, but in many cases a church printer will suffice.

� Have representatives distribute flyers and bulletin inserts to Sunday School classes and other groups that meet at your church in the few weeks leading up to the performance.

� You may want to download a photo of Brad Sherrill and put together a more-prominent bulletin display or larger poster in your church narthex.

� VERY IMPORTANT!!! Make sure Apostle is mentioned by the pastor from the pulpit for at least two consecutive weeks in advance of the performance (along with some encouragement to bring a friend or family member!) 

� Two or three weeks before event, print up a performance program that can be given out at the performance (sample performance program is provided on the website at www.gospelofjohn.com and can be adapted as needed, please select Apostle from the download page.)  You can also use the program to publicize future events and ways that people can become involved at your church. 

� Two weeks in advance of Apostle begin to work with program manager Mark Hickman on any technical matters he might suggest.  There are many technical considerations involved in staging a performance event in your church using your multimedia screens. Also, if you are staging the performance in large room with little lighting, it may be worth renting or borrowing a few extra lights on tripods so that Brad Sherrill will be well-lit during the performance. It is crucial that the lapel microphone and sound system work well since the performance relies heavily on the spoken word and accompanying multimedia.  We do bring along a wireless lapel microphone and receiver if you don’t use one.

